
          
 
 
 
 
Shoreland Protection and Zoning Rules 
 
  
Spring is finally here and with it comes lake activities again.  Lakeshore owners have 
many questions regarding their shorelines.  How do I protect my shore better?  What 
can I do to stabilize my shoreline?  What can I do for better lake access?  Can I put a 
beach on my property?  Most of these questions have fairly straightforward answers, 
but some do not.   
 
Wave and boat wake action along shorelines definitely creates erosion problems all 
around the lakes.  Sandy beaches are almost always going to have some erosion 
problems.  Typically, the more vegetation along any given shoreline, the more stable it 
will be.  In some cases, hard structure armoring with rock or dense coir logs (biologs) is 
required for stabilization.  The most preferred shoreline is a natural shoreline with many 
trees, shrubs, grasses and sedges due to its natural ability to remain stable as well as 
provide good wildlife habitat.  These shorelines do become undercut at times by waves 
due to the sandy soils here, and may require some stabilization work.  My office can 
help with recommendations on what to do on each individual site that has an erosion 
problem. 
 
Be advised that most work within the shoreland protection area – all land within 100 
feet of Legend Lake and 75 feet of other lakes - requires a zoning permit from my office.  
New structures such as rip-rap shoreline protection or retaining walls must go through 
the zoning committee for approval.  This process can take anywhere from a couple of 
weeks to over a month.  Replacing failing structures still requires a permit, but may not 
have to go through committee. 
 
All grading, excavating, or fill within the shoreland protection area requires a zoning 
permit from my office.  This includes sand addition to existing beaches.  Sand 
placement within this protection area without a permit may lead to an Order of removal 
and a fine of no less than $1,000.  Please contact my office for any questions related to 
proposed shoreland area work. 
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